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Can Designing Good Instruction Save our
Literacy Research Souls?

A theatrical title’> Maybe. But, I will use a religious analogy to argue that the longstanding gap
between education research and its influence on practice is the original sin of researchers, not of
inattentive or recalcitrant practitioners. We (I contritely include myself) have unwittingly sold our
souls to methods and theories that serve more to advance our academic careers than to provide
realistically useful guidance to practitioners. We can be partially forgiven because of the relatively
low esteem of education in the academy, and thus the temptation to elevate our status by worshiping
theories and methods from more highly regarded disciplines (see Labaree, The Trouble With Ed Schools,
and Lagemann, An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education Research). Further, because
findings from literacy research are often positioned as prescriptive truths (e.g., best practice), rather
than tentative recommendations subject to contextual variation, they become false gods that risk
denigrating the professional judgment of teachers. Drawing on personal conversion experiences, |
will argue evangelically for design-based research as a path to salvation.




