SAA MA PROGRAM
Requirement Waiver/Substitution Policy and Form
The core classes required for the SAA MA Degree at MSU cannot be waived or substituted. These include EAD 805, 870, 871, 873, 874, 875, 889, and 893 (24 credits total). Students are also required to take 4 electives (12 credits total).
The SAA MA Degree requires a minimum of 2 elective courses taught by HALE faculty. With advisor permission, an SAA student can request a course substitution for one or both electives with non-HALE faculty taught electives. The student must consult with their advisor to determine if the proposed course substitutions are relevant for the student’s academic/career path. Students must still adhere to the requirement to take no more than 9 credits of Pass/No Grade coursework. Note that the required semester of EAD 893 accounts for 3 of these Pass/No Grade credits.
To request a substitution:
1) Set a meeting with your advisor to discuss your request and provide a rationale.
2) If your advisor agrees, both the advisor and student must complete this form before the beginning of the semester in which the alternate class would be taken. For most students, this will be their 4th semester.
3) The student then emails the completed form to the SAA MA Coordinator for approval.
4) The SAA MA Coordinator forwards the signed form to the HALE Program Assistant.
5) Each course substitution requires a separate form. 
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